
EDITOR'S r"OTE 

It i \l.tlh plea.,ure from all of us im olved \l.tlh JOUrnal puhlicauon lhat lhis 
I"Ue Ill lrn.·mallmUII Oaks j, nov. in lhe hand~ of the membership nu, ·~ the 
large't JOUrnal t"ue e\er produced by your Soctety. hut I'm :-.ure you v.tll agree 
that ba~er ., heuer, 'ince '>0 mu.:h infonnauon. nev.,. and data concemtng oak!> 
are contamed an lhe~ page' 11m. proceeding' i ~ue represenh lhe effort:. ot 
many prote"ional mdavaduals deh\enng fascinating pre~ntation and JX>'ters at 
lhe f-ourlh International Conference. The 2003 lntemauonal Oak Conferem:e in 
\\'im:he,ter, England \\as orche Lrated tllli. pa!>t September. in a grand and expert 
~tyle. For lho'e of you lhat mtssed it. l hope by readang through lhe~e pages you 
v.ill gam suftictentmsight into lhe re\\ards of our conferences that you wtll make 
every effort to physacally attend the next one' Thanks are extended to Doug 
McCreary. Chtef Editor for lhis journal issue, from the rc 1 of the f:.ditorial 
Commntee and Srx:aety members working in compilation of tim edtuon 

The 2003 Conference Commiuee con isted of Ron & Dorothy Holley. 
Allen Coombe,, Pters Trehane. Rtchard & Jo Earle. Phil Monon. Jame~ Harris. 
Eike Jablonski. and a host of olher assistants unnamed here. To thc-.e indh iduals 
gnnnude from lhe Stx.tcty i' e"tended. for lheir accompl"hment of \Uch a 
.. ucce"ful conference O'er 100 members parucapated mtha' conference. from 
18 countnes. A pre·Cl>nference tour to lhe ="'etherland and Belgium and a JX>'t­
conference tour 10 the United Kingdom \\ere filled to maxtmum capacit). holh 
exemplary eJ.penences. 

This \1.3' the fiN lntemauonal Oak Conference to be ph) '!tall) held out 
of lhe United State,, a landmark accomplishmenttLself, for lht' S!'><.:tety Owing 
to the mtematJOnal <.eope ol the pre entations. and grarnrnaucal st) le of lhe ho 1 

country and pre,enters. LS readers may notice variances in customary spelhng of 
certain word' throughout lhese proceedings. For e.\ample. mould v~. mold. 
hybndasauon ''· hybridization. vigour \ 'S. vigor: the'e are merely dtfterent 
cultural yet accurate spelling vanances. not mistake~. Beginning with antroduc­
tory word~ by Professor Julian Evans. readers of these proceedangs may abo note 
occastonal inlcrenccs to arnages lhat were displayed at lhe conference through 
~!ides. powerpomt. or other format 'ol.hich are not reproduced tn lhis publicauon. 
Of course. thi~ •~ only one example of the ad,antage of phy,ical auendance. 

Finall). on a personal note. as l ha'e btd lare\\ellto the Pre~idency ol the 
lntemauonal Oak Sl'><.:tety, llea\e the JX>'I \\tlh much gratitude for ha\1ng had 
lhis opportunity lor l \ean.. It has been a pleasure to ..en e. and to tum 0\ er lh" 
role to Etke Jablon .ka v hile atlhe Wmche ter Conference. I hope )OU \\.ill JOin 
me in uppon of our Soctet} lhese next 3 )eaJ"'>. under )OUr ne" Board of 
Duectors 

Ron L.nce 
lOS Secn:tary and 
Journal Editonal Comnunee member 
FebruJr). :!004 
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